
In May 2026, Wisconsin Lutheran College awarded 
degrees to more than 180 undergraduate and 
graduate students from 16 states and three foreign 
countries. Our graduates represented 37 academic 
programs. Top majors for the Class of 2026 included 
Education, Sport and Exercise Science, Nursing, 
Sport Management, Marketing, and Biology. 

With his youngest child graduating, President  
Daniel W. Johnson used his commencement 
address to reflect on his first 18 years of leadership 
at WLC. He shared the profound impact that the 
college’s Christian community has had on his own 
family; he and his wife, Jana, have witnessed 
firsthand how the Holy Spirit works through our 
faculty and staff to equip students for lives of 
Christian leadership. Caitlin Johnson (pictured 
above with President Johnson) earned a Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing in May. She followed in the 
footsteps of her siblings Connor ’21 and Cassidy ’22 
and their spouses, all of whom are Warriors alumni.

NEWS FROM WISCONSIN LUTHERAN COLLEGE

• WLC now offers majors in actuarial science, business 
analytics, cybersecurity, data science, and nutritional 
sciences, along with a minor in AI literacy. In addition to 
40+ undergraduate programs, the college has 15 dual-
degree agreements in such fields as law, optometry, 
pharmacy, physical therapy, and public health. Learn 
more at wlc.edu/programs.

• WLC has adopted BoodleBox, a collaborative AI 
platform, equipping students, faculty, and staff with 
secure, equitable access to top-tier AI models within a 
collaborative environment designed for higher ed. 

• In November 2025, WLC’s senior psychology majors 
took the ETS Psychology Major Field Test and scored in 
the 98th percentile among 241 colleges and universities 
nationwide. This is the second year in a row that WLC 
seniors have scored in the 98th percentile or higher.

• The Warriors announced the addition of women’s flag 
football as the college’s 20th NCAA Division III sport. 
The team will begin competition in Spring 2028 at 
Raabe Stadium. The rapidly growing sport will make its 
Olympic debut at the 2028 Summer Olympics and is 
currently sanctioned at the high school level in 17 states.

SUMMER 2026 
WELS DISTRICT 
CONVENTION REPORT

“TEACHING AND LEARNING WITH AI”  
A PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT COURSE FOR TEACHERS 

WLC is offering an online professional development course designed to give 
educators a clear, jargon-free foundation in generative AI. We’ll explore how 
to use these tools responsibly to support your teaching and your students’ 
learning. Through short, engaging modules, you’ll learn how to streamline 
your daily workflows and design assignments that encourage critical 
thinking. We’ll also tackle the big questions: how to protect student privacy, 
respect intellectual property, and uphold academic integrity. Whether you’re 
looking to save time on lesson planning or teach your students how to use 
AI as a responsible learning partner, this course will give you the confidence 
and skills to navigate the AI landscape effectively. The cost is $99, and the 
course opens on August 17. Learn more at wlc.news/course.



MAKING AN IMPACT
Grace Hennen, daughter of WLC alumni Jamie ’96 and Katie (Lyon) 
Hennen ’96, was named the college’s 2026 Impact Award recipient, 
honored for her leadership and the difference she made throughout 
her four years as a student. Grace graduated summa cum laude 
in May with a Bachelor of Arts in Marketing and Management and 
a minor in Music; she also completed the Christian Leadership 
Certificate Program. Grace was selected as the commencement 
speaker by the graduating class. During her time at WLC, Grace 
worked in the Campus Ministry Office, helping plan chapel services 
and special events, including her favorite WLC tradition, the 
Service of Light (pictured below, left). She served for two years 
on Student Senate as the Spiritual Life and Community Outreach 
Representative, creating opportunities for students to grow in 
their faith and serve their community. She was a section leader 
for the Wisconsin Lutheran Choir and Chamber Choir and a piano 
accompanist for the choirs and for many talented classmates. 

Grace said: “I’m grateful for the experiences and people who have 
shaped my time at WLC, and I’m excited to carry those lessons into 
the business community as I begin the next chapter of my career.”

THE VALUE OF A CHRISTIAN 
COLLEGE EDUCATION AT WLC 
WLC generously invests in making 
a Christian college experience 
affordable because we know the 
positive impact WLC graduates are 
making throughout the world.

PARTNERS IN CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP
A $2,000 renewable scholarship is 
given to new undergrad students 
who graduate from a Christian high 
school and enroll at WLC, to help 
them continue their Christian 
education in a liberal arts setting. 

MERIT AWARDS
Merit Awards for qualifying freshmen 
range from $13,000 to $21,000 per 
year, for a lifetime value of $52,000 
to $84,000. Learn more at wlc.edu/
scholarships.

TAKE A TOUR
Visit wlc.edu/tour to watch an 
introductory video and take a 
virtual campus tour. To schedule a 
personal tour, students can sign up 
at wlc.edu/visit.

At Wisconsin Lutheran College, we prepare students for life’s 
critical moments, making them ready to step into their unique 
purpose. Our nationally ranked Christian college experience 
provides a robust liberal arts education, offering a professional 
and meaningful advantage in today’s workplace. We’ll deliver 
an academic and faith experience that activates our students’ 
potential. 

In May, Prof. Kristy Wegner, assistant professor of education, led a two-
week trip in Malawi, Africa, accompanied by four students from the WLC 
School of Education. In collaboration with The Meros Center and Kingdom 
Workers, they are engaging in ethnographic data collection.


