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Gifts from above!

James 1:17-18 says, “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down
from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting
shadows. He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might
be a kind of firstfruits of all he created.” One of the joys of campus ministry
is the opportunity to see the gifts that the Lord gives to His Church through
the young men and women pursuing higher learning. Featured here are two
of them. Their names are Andrew Spittelmeister and Jack Grundmeier.

These two young men have different interests and abilities. They are pursu-
ing careers in different fields. They have different gifts. Yet they use them in
service to the Lord and this campus ministry. They are gifts God has given to their home congregations
and True North. One day, they will continue to use the gifts given to them and be gifts either back home or
to another congregation.

Andy serves in various ways but one specific ways is through the organization of rides. I still remember the
first time I spoke with him at church. He road his long board three miles to be here. (The weather impacted
the continuation of that being a means of transportation for him and he eventually came in a vehicle). Now,
he serves as the one who helps students with getting to church and other activities. He's our Rides Coordi-
nator. Jack has been a member of the U of M’s marching band. He plays trombone. He’s used that gift to
help beautify worship on various occasions. Both of these men are gifts to this ministry. They aren’t alone.
There are many more young men and women given by God to serve as encouragers at True North. While
their gifts vary, they are all joined to their Lord Jesus and one another. That’s a blessing we enjoy with the
campus ministry. These young men and women are just like those who have been a part of this campus
ministry in the past. We give thanks the Lord for the continuation of the giving of those gifts.

In This Issue

« Greeting

« Dr. Johnston Presentation

« MLC/True North Partnership

« Celebrating 150 Years of
God's Gace

« True North Alumni Event

« Alumni Invitation

The 2017 True North Christmas Party




Dr. Wade Johnston gives a presentation in the President’s Room at the U of M.

Dr. Johnston Presentation
By Diane Hofer

On a special evening back in October 2017, True North students
and members of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church were given
the unique opportunity to indulge themselves with a presentation
made by our friend and guest Dr. Wade R. Johnston, Assistant Pro-
fessor of Theology from Wisconsin Lutheran College of Milwaukee.
As students of all ages, ranging from high school all the way up to
seniors, gathered in the President’s Room of Coffman Memorial
Union on the campus of the University of Minnesota, Dr. Johnston
shared with the group an intriguing discussion on “Christian Free-
dom, Lutheran Reformation and the Christian Life”. Dr. Johnston,
a historian on Reformation and the Church afterwards, discussed
how we are freely living in a world that was given back to us, a gift
from God, where we are to freely love and serve one another. The
audience gathered was also reminded about freedom from the Law
and having confidence in Christ’s love. How wonderful it is to
know that we can live as God’s children in confidence of His prom-
ises, and to know that we get to, not have to, use our gifts and tal-
ents to serve one another. It is always an honor and a privilege to
have Dr. Johnston visit us here on the University of Minnesota
campus, and we look forward to having him return again someday
soon in the hopeful near future.

*If you would like to hear the presentation made to the students and con-
gregational members, please visit Dr. Johnston’s podcast web site Let the
Bird Fly and search for the episode entitled, “Bird’'s Eye View 29.1: Wade
Talks Christian Freedom at True North (October 21, 2017)”

MLC/True
North Part-
nership

By Pastor Lindner

This Spring True North is
pairing up with students
from Martin Luther College
(MLC) with outreach on their
mind. The plan is to get
together both in New Ulm
and Minneapolis. Students
from both schools will be
handing out invitations to U
of M students to come for
Good Friday and Easter Sun-
day Services. A theme for
both campuses this year
was “The Son of Man came
to seek and to save the
lost”. You can see that with
the design on the panels
allotted to True North this
year on the bridge that con-
nects the West and East
Banks of the U of M campus.
Pray that the Lord blesses
the work of these students
as they reach out to others
on campus.

The True North Bridge Panel design.
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