2021 Spring Conference Courses
Principles & Practices of Adult Bible Study, part 2

1.5 credit

Thomas Kock

In this course we’ll continue to explore principles and practices of adult learning and adult learners. We will
examine the importance of goal-setting and explore several ways to do it. We’ll briefly explore problembased-learning, as well as the importance of crafting excellent introductions and conclusions. For those taking
the course for credit, the course will culminate with each learner writing two new Bible studies in which he
identifies how he’s applied various aspects of this course, as well as “Principles and Practices of Adult Bible
Study, Part 1.” NOTE: Only those who have taken part 1 can take this course for-credit. Anyone is welcome to
audit it.
Congregational Strategic Planning

1.0 credit

Jon Hein

For many congregations, planning consists of scheduling the upcoming calendar and creating a budget. When
planning is this minimal, it can lead to a plethora of problems: churches working reactively, rather than
proactively; members working hard, but never gaining ministry traction; frustrated members and leadership.
This course examines the theology of planning. Learners will apply Scriptural principles to the four aspects of
what is often called “strategic planning”: 1) using self-analysis to define the current reality; 2) establishing
mission and a strategy that aim at a desired future; 3) producing goals that move the congregation from the
current reality to that desired future. The learner will come away with the understanding and resources to
help his church engage in the type of planning that can enable organizational transformation.
Preaching Sanctification

1.5 credit

Richard Gurgel

No one has ever insisted that the Lutheran pulpit’s hallmark is insightful sanctification preaching. Without
apology, Lutheran preaching’s main focus is Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection and the status of “righteous”
he procured for us by living perfectly and dying innocently in our place. Yet it would be tragic if we Lutherans
yield the sanctification field to others or if we believe we must be schooled by others for how to do it.
Lutheran theology uniquely positions us within the visible church for preaching sanctification. Lutherans are
not pitiful paupers begging for a few crumbs from others more well-to-do theologically in sanctification. Right
within our doctrinal heritage we possess a wealth just waiting to enrich our encouragements to sanctified
living.
Jerusalem Through the Ages

1.5 credit

John Brug

This course will make use of biblical, archeological, and historical evidence to examine the impact of Jerusalem
on the history of God's people from the pre-Israelite period to modern times. The emphasis will be on the First
and Second Temples, David and Solomon's Jerusalem, and Jesus in Jerusalem and on providing material which
will enrich the teaching of the Bible history of these stories. There will be less-detailed coverage of Christian
and Islamic Jerusalem, the Crusades, and modern Jerusalem.
The Book of Joel—God’s Word for a Time of Crisis

1.5 credit

Thomas Nass

In this course, we will consider the background of the book of Joel, we will read the Hebrew text, and we will
consider how the book could be used in ministry today. In our minds throughout will be the realization that
this book is a message from God to people in the midst of a national crisis.
Acts 1 & 2

1.5 credit

Joel Frederich

The book of Acts gives us a picture of the church in the days of her first love, and for some that will be reason
enough to revisit this first and greatest of all books on the history of the New Testament church. But Luke has
more to offer. When he portrays the apostles and the rest of the first generation of Christians, he keeps us
focused on the mighty deeds of the triune God that made them what they were and gave direction to their
lives and testimony. Nowhere is this more apparent than in the opening chapters of Acts. God willing, we will
study Acts 1:1 - 2:47 on the basis of the Greek text--and if your questions and discussion keep us from getting
that far, so much the better!

